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posed- study are defined before study and action take place,
an intricate combination of individual and group methods
will be likely to develop. Creative thought and action are
encouraged if people are free to work in a democratically or-
ganized situation. There will be discussion and planning—
after the third grade pupils begin to have ability to deal with
more abstract ideas and plans. Evaluating an idea, deciding
that it is worth pursuing further, setting goals, and planning
first steps toward them draw out the methods of procedure.
There will be at times individual, at times group, and at
other times both methods of study going on in the same
group. Each plan includes the assembling of facts through
reading and library reference work, group discussion, practice
or experiment in the laboratory or in the community situa-
tion, excursions into the local community to locate materials,
to study situations, or to work, dramatization, problem solv-
ing, and creative construction.
No method or sequence of methods should take precedence
over another. For example: A kindergarten child creates a
painting; in it are people who, he says, are his family mem-
bers. From this the group becomes interested in talking
about what the family members do each day, and dramatiza-
tion may result. Or, a mothers' group is disturbed about the
behavior of their elementary grade boys and girls, and through
the leader's guidance becomes interested in reading about the
forces that predispose children of that age to behave as they
do. As a- result of the reading they might be encouraged to
set up goals to achieve in their own family living.
An outstanding contribution which teachers may make to
individual and group study is to provide a wealth of up-to-
date, good study materials, or point the way to them.
STUDY MATERIALS OF MANY KINDS ARE
ESSENTIAL
The school that has a wide variety of suitable, good, and
up-to-date study materials for pupils, beginning with the

